BookFlik Music | Year 4

Max’'s Musical Rhythm Challenge

Learning objective: To identify, understand, and apply the concepts of pulse, beat, and rhythm in musical
compositions.

Join Max the monkey as he explores the rhythmic patterns of the jungle. Read the questions carefully and
use your musical knowledge to solve these puzzles. Good luck!

Answer Key: 1. B (Pulse), 2. True, 3. Crotchet, 4. False (A quaver is worth half a beat), 5. Tempo, 6. 4, 7. B
(Syncopation), 8. A steady repeating pattern, 9. 2 beats, 10. True. Greater Depth Analysis: Rhythms create
the 'shape' of music by combining different note lengths, whereas the pulse is the constant, underlying
heartbeat. Changing the tempo affects the speed but not the rhythm pattern itself.

Word bank: Pulse - Beat - Rhythm - Tempo - Minim - Crotchet - Quaver - Bar - Syncopation

1. 1. What do we call the steady, underlying 'heartbeat' of a piece of music? A) Rhythm B)
Pulse* C) Volume D) Pitch (1 mark)

2. 2. True or False: A rhythm can include silences (rests) as well as sounds. (1 mark)

3. 3. Which note value is traditionally worth one full beat in 4/4 time? (1 mark)

4. 4. True or False: A quaver is worth more than a crotchet. (1 mark)

5. 5. What is the musical term for the speed at which a piece of music is played? (1 mark)
6. 6. In a 4/4 time signature, how many beats are there in every bar? (1 mark)

7. 7. What is the name for the technique of placing emphasis on the 'off-beat’ or the weaker
part of the rhythm? A) Staccato B) Syncopation* C) Legato D) Crescendo (1 mark)

8. 8. Define the word 'ostinato' in one sentence. (1 mark)

9. 9. How many beats does a standard minim receive? (1 mark)
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10. 10. True or False: You can change the rhythm of a song without changing the underlying
pulse. (1 mark)

Draw: Draw a set of musical notes (like crotchets and quavers) dancing across a musical
stave, including a symbol for a rest, to show how rhythm moves on a page.

Extension challenge: Greater Depth Questions: 1. Explain why a conductor needs to maintain a consistent
pulse for an entire orchestra. 2. Compare and contrast a crotchet and a quaver—how do they impact the
‘feel' of a rhythm? 3. Justify your answer: If you were composing a fast-paced jungle theme for Max, would
you use more quavers or more minims? Why? 4. What might happen to a performance if the musicians
ignored the time signature? 5. If a piece of music has a very slow tempo, how does that change the way
you would play a rhythm compared to a fast tempo? 6. Create your own 4-beat rhythm pattern using
crotchets and quavers, then write it down using standard notation.
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