BookFlik Music | Year 4

Mastering the Art of Song with Max the Monkey

Learning objective: To understand and apply the elements of singing, including posture, breathing, pitch, and
dynamics, to express musical meaning.

Max the Monkey is preparing for a jungle concert! Use your knowledge of vocal technique to help him
perform his best. Read each question carefully and provide detailed, thoughtful answers.

Word bank: Posture - Diaphragm - Dynamics - Pitch - Tempo - Articulation - Resonance - Projection

1. Max is standing slumped over while trying to sing. Explain why maintaining correct
posture is essential for a high-quality vocal performance, specifically focusing on how it
affects the diaphragm. (2 marks)

2. Compare and contrast 'piano’ (soft) and 'forte' (loud) dynamics. How can a singer use
these two extremes to tell a more compelling story through a song? (3 marks)

3. Justify why clear articulation is necessary when singing a song with complex lyrics. What
might happen to the audience's understanding of the song if the singer neglects their
consonants? (2 marks)

4. Max wants to sing a song that starts very slowly and ends very quickly. What musical
term describes this change in speed, and how should Max adjust his breathing to manage
the final, faster section? (3 marks)

5. If Max were to sing a song about a thunderstorm, suggest two ways he could use vocal
techniques (dynamics, pitch, or tempo) to help the audience 'hear' the rain and thunder. (2
marks)
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Draw: Draw a diagram of a 'Perfect Singing Stance'. Label the diaphragm, the relaxed
shoulders, and the lifted chin to show how the body supports the voice.

Extension challenge: Compose a short, four-line poem about the jungle. Beside each line, write
instructions for how it should be sung (e.g., 'Sing this line forte with a fast tempo'). Explain why you chose
those specific musical elements to match the mood of your words.
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