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Zara’s Autumnal Art Analysis: A Seasonal Study

Learning objective: To analyse the aesthetic qualities of the autumn season and apply artistic techniques to
express seasonal changes through colour theory and texture.

Join Zara the zebra on an autumn nature walk! Use this template to observe the natural world, analyse the
changing colours, and plan your own masterpiece. Write in detail, using sophisticated vocabulary to describe
the textures and hues you encounter in the environment.

Word bank: amber · crimson · gilded · translucent · variegated · decomposing · canopy · vibrant · symmetrical
· dappled

1. Texture Identification: Describe the physical texture of a fallen leaf or piece of bark you
have discovered. Use technical art vocabulary (e.g., jagged, serrated, vein-like, fibrous). (3
marks)

2. Colour Theory: Explain why the colour palette of autumn changes from vibrant greens to
warm tones. How would you mix your paints to recreate the specific 'gilded' or 'amber'
shades you see? (4 marks)

3. Comparative Analysis: Compare the visual impact of an autumn canopy against a
summer canopy. Justify why the change in light intensity affects how we perceive these
colours. (5 marks)

4. Pattern Observation: Zara loves patterns! Find a natural object with a repeating pattern.
Describe the symmetry and how the pattern helps the object survive in its habitat. (4 marks)
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5. Creative Justification: If you were to create an abstract piece based on your
observations, which medium (e.g., charcoal, watercolours, textured collage) would you
choose and why? (3 marks)

6. Hypothetical Scenario: What might happen to the artistic 'mood' of your work if you were
to interpret the autumn forest using only cool, monochromatic blue tones instead of the
traditional warm palette? (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Design a 3D sculpture concept using only natural, biodegradable autumn materials.
Write a brief 'Artist’s Statement' explaining how you would balance your sculpture to ensure it stands
independently without using synthetic adhesives.
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