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Zara’s Festive Design Studio: A Christmas Art Analysis

Learning objective: To analyse the artistic techniques, symbolism, and colour palettes used in
Christmas-themed compositions, and to justify personal design choices.

Welcome to Zara the Zebra’s studio! Zara believes that art is all about patterns and emotions. Use this
template to plan and evaluate your own Christmas-themed artwork. Think carefully about how you use line,
shape, and colour to convey the atmosphere of the season. Aim for detail in your explanations to show your
understanding of artistic composition.

Word bank: composition · vibrant · symmetrical · contrast · texture · warmth · perspective · intricate ·
monochromatic · aesthetic

1. Concept and Inspiration: Describe the central theme of your Christmas artwork. What
specific feeling or story are you trying to evoke in the viewer? (2 marks)

2. Colour Palette Justification: Explain why you have chosen your specific colour scheme.
How do these colours interact to create a sense of harmony or contrast? (3 marks)

3. Pattern and Texture: Zara loves patterns! Describe the repeating shapes or textures you
have included in your design and explain how they add visual interest. (3 marks)

4. Compare and Contrast: Compare your chosen style with a traditional Christmas design.
What elements make your work unique or modern? (4 marks)
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5. Evaluate the Composition: Explain why you positioned your focal point where you did.
How does this placement guide the viewer’s eye across your artwork? (3 marks)

6. Justify your Technique: If you were to change one medium (e.g., from watercolours to
charcoal), how would that change the 'mood' of your piece? Justify your reasoning. (5
marks)

Extension challenge: Creative Challenge: Imagine your artwork is being displayed in a prestigious gallery.
Write a 100-word 'Curator’s Blurb' to be placed next to your work, persuading visitors to appreciate the
complexity and technical skill involved in your design. What might happen if you attempted this design on a
much larger scale, such as a mural?
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