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Zara’s Festive Pattern Workshop

Learning objective: To explore the use of symmetry, geometric pattern, and colour theory in creating
traditional and contemporary Christmas-inspired artwork.

Read each question carefully. Use your knowledge of visual elements—such as line, shape, colour, and
form—to provide detailed artistic justifications. Refer to the word bank to enhance your descriptive
explanations.

Zara the zebra is preparing her studio for the festive season. She believes that Christmas art is not just
about the subject matter, but about the mathematical precision of the patterns and the emotional resonance
of the colour palette used.

Word bank: Symmetry · Geometric · Tessellation · Primary colours · Complementary · Texture · Composition
· Intricate · Contrast

1. Zara is designing a snowflake pattern. Explain why radial symmetry is an essential
concept when drawing a realistic snowflake. How does this mathematical property
contribute to the visual balance of the artwork? (3 marks)

2. Compare and contrast the use of a 'warm' colour palette (reds, golds, oranges) versus a
'cool' colour palette (blues, silvers, whites) for a winter-themed composition. Which would
you choose to evoke a sense of 'cosy' versus 'crisp' atmosphere, and why? (4 marks)

3. Justify your answer: If you were creating a tessellating pattern using gift-box shapes to
cover a surface, why must the shapes be geometric? What might happen to your design if
the shapes were irregular or organic? (3 marks)
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4. Identify two complementary colours often found in traditional Christmas art. Explain how
using these colours together creates a 'vibrant' visual effect compared to using analogous
colours. (2 marks)

5. Zara is selling handmade cards for £2.50 each to raise money for art supplies. If she
creates 12 cards, what is the total value? If she adds a 'deluxe' gold-leaf texture to half of
them, increasing their price by £0.75 each, calculate the new total potential profit. (3 marks)

6. Evaluate the role of 'negative space' in a minimalist Christmas design. How does leaving
parts of the page blank help the viewer focus on the main subject? (2 marks)

Draw: Using a ruler and a compass, design an intricate, symmetrical bauble pattern.
Incorporate at least three different geometric shapes and use a contrasting colour scheme
to make your design pop.

Extension challenge: Research the history of Victorian paper-cut silhouettes. Create an original Christmas
scene using only black paper and white card, focusing entirely on 'positive and negative space' rather than
line detail. Write a short paragraph justifying your choice of subject matter and how your composition
guides the viewer's eye.
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