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Zara’s Creative Collage Challenge

Learning objective: To understand the techniques, vocabulary, and artistic potential of creating collages
using varied textures and materials.

Help Zara the Zebra create her next masterpiece! Read the questions carefully and use your knowledge of
art and design to answer them. Remember to think about texture, composition, and layering.

Answer Key: 1.C, 2.True, 3.False, 4.Adhesive, 5.B, 6.A, 7.True, 8.Found objects, 9.B, 10.Composition.

Word bank: Texture · Overlay · Juxtaposition · Composition · Found objects · Adhesive · Medium · Silhouette

1. 1. Zara wants to choose a base for her collage. Which of these is the most effective way
to describe the 'arrangement of visual elements' in a piece of art? A) Sketching B) Texture
C) Composition* D) Symmetry (1 mark)

2. 2. True or False: A collage can be made using both two-dimensional paper and
three-dimensional objects. (1 mark)

3. 3. True or False: You should always use only one type of material in a collage to keep it
looking professional. (1 mark)

4. 4. What is the specific artistic term for the 'glue' or bonding agent used to attach pieces
to your collage base? (1 mark)

5. 5. Which technique involves placing one piece of material partially over another to create
depth? A) Juxtaposition B) Overlay* C) Carving D) Drafting (1 mark)

6. 6. If Zara uses old buttons, twigs, and bits of fabric, what are these items collectively
called? A) Found objects* B) Rubbish C) Sculptures D) Canvases (1 mark)

7. 7. True or False: Using different materials like sandpaper, silk, and foil helps the viewer
experience 'texture' through touch. (1 mark)

8. 8. What do we call the technique of placing two contrasting images side-by-side to create
a surprising or thought-provoking effect? (1 mark)
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9. 9. Why might an artist choose to use a 'limited colour palette' in a collage? A) Because
they ran out of glue B) To create a sense of harmony or focus* C) Because collage is only
for black and white D) To make the art harder to see (1 mark)

10. 10. Which artistic principle describes the way your eyes move across the collage from
the focal point to the rest of the work? (1 mark)

Draw: Create a 'Texture Map' in your sketchbook. Find four different items from your home
or classroom (e.g., a piece of bubble wrap, a dried leaf, a scrap of sandpaper, or a shiny
sweet wrapper). Glue them down and write one adjective next to each that describes how it
feels.

Extension challenge: 1. Explain why an artist might choose to use 'found objects' rather than buying
brand-new art supplies. 2. Compare and contrast a traditional painting with a mixed-media collage; which
do you think is more effective at showing 'energy', and why? 3. Justify your answer: Does the order in
which you layer your materials change the meaning of the artwork? 4. What might happen if an artist used
only transparent materials in a collage? 5. If you were commissioned to create a collage representing the
history of your town, which items would you select and why? 6. Propose a new way to display a collage
that isn't just hanging it flat on a wall.
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