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Autumnal Aesthetics: Exploring Shadow and Silhouette

Learning objective: To explore the use of silhouettes and negative space in composition to create
atmospheric, seasonal imagery.

Use your knowledge of light, contrast, and colour theory to complete the tasks below. Focus on how
silhouettes can create a sense of mystery and narrative in your artwork.

Zara the zebra is busy in her studio, preparing for the autumn harvest festival. She is inspired by the way the
setting sun casts long, dark shapes against the vibrant orange and deep purple sky. When we create a
silhouette, we remove detail from the subject, focusing instead on its outline and how it interacts with the
light behind it. This technique allows the viewer to focus on the shape and the 'negative space'—the area
around the subject—to tell a story.

Word bank: silhouette · contrast · negative space · atmospheric · monochromatic · horizon line · opacity ·
foreground

1. Explain why Zara chooses a high-contrast colour palette, such as deep violet or burnt
orange, when creating an atmospheric silhouette scene. How does this affect the viewer's
mood? (2 marks)

2. Define 'negative space' in your own words. How can a well-planned use of negative space
improve the composition of an art piece? (2 marks)

3. Compare and contrast the effect of drawing a detailed, coloured character against the
effect of drawing a solid black silhouette. When might an artist choose one over the other?
(3 marks)

4. Justify your answer: If you were creating an image to represent the mystery of a dark,
autumnal night, which art materials would you select to achieve the best 'opacity' for your
silhouette, and why? (2 marks)
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Draw: Imagine you are standing at the edge of a forest at dusk. Draw a scene featuring a
silhouette of a gnarled, ancient tree in the foreground against a sunset sky. Use your
knowledge of composition to ensure the tree creates a strong, interesting shape against the
negative space of the sky.

Extension challenge: Design a series of three small, connected sketches that tell a short story using only
silhouettes. Focus on how the positioning of your characters or objects changes to show movement or a
change in the narrative. What might happen if the light source shifted from behind the subject to the side?

Free resource from BookFlik · bookflik.com/resources Page 2


