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Mastering Perspective: An Artistic Journey with Zara

Learning objective: To understand and apply techniques of linear and atmospheric perspective to create the illusion
of depth on a two-dimensional surface.

Review these flashcards to master the terminology and techniques required to give your drawings professional
depth. Zara the Zebra suggests visualising these concepts while looking out of your classroom window.

What is the 'Horizon Line' in a drawing?

The horizontal line across the page that represents the
viewer's eye level, where the sky meets the land or sea.

Define 'Vanishing Point'.

The specific spot on the horizon line where parallel lines
appear to converge and disappear from the viewer's sight.

What is 'Linear Perspective'?

A mathematical system used to create the illusion of depth
by using converging lines to show how objects appear

smaller as they get further away.

Explain 'Atmospheric Perspective'.

A technique where objects further away are drawn with
less detail, lighter colours, and a cooler tone to mimic the

effect of the atmosphere.

What are 'Orthogonal Lines'?

The diagonal lines that lead the eye towards the vanishing
point, helping to establish the structure of 3D objects.

Define the 'Foreground' in a composition.

The part of the scene that appears closest to the viewer,
usually featuring larger, more detailed subjects.

How does 'Scale' affect a viewer's perception of
distance?

In art, objects drawn at a larger scale appear closer, while
objects drawn at a smaller scale appear further away.

Explain why artists use a single vanishing point in
one-point perspective.

To create a strong sense of focus and symmetry, drawing
the viewer's eye directly toward a specific subject or depth.

Compare and contrast the foreground and the
background.

The foreground contains large, detailed, high-contrast
objects, whereas the background contains small, blurry,

low-contrast objects.

Justify why an artist might choose to break the rules of
perspective.

An artist might distort perspective to create an abstract
effect, emphasise a dreamlike quality, or highlight an

emotional focus rather than realism.

What might happen if you drew an object in the
background larger than one in the foreground?

The image would lose its realistic sense of depth, causing
the viewer to feel confused about the spatial relationship of

the objects.

Evaluate the importance of the horizon line in
landscape art.

It acts as the anchor for the entire composition, determining
where the viewer is 'standing' and how the rest of the

scene is tilted or arranged.
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