BookFlik Art | Year5

Zara’s Literary Perspectives: Designing Book Covers

Learning objective: To explore visual composition and artistic techniques to represent the themes,
atmosphere, and narrative essence of a story.

Zara the zebra, our artistic friend, is preparing for World Book Day. She believes that a book cover should be
a window into the story’s world. Your task is to act as a professional book illustrator. Using the principles of
colour theory and composition, you must conceptualise a new cover for a favourite story. First, complete the
analysis section to refine your artistic direction, then sketch your design in the designated space.

Word bank: Composition - Foreground - Background - Contrast - Typography - Symbolism - Texture -
Atmosphere - Palette

1. Explain why the choice of colour palette is crucial when trying to convey the mood of a
specific genre, such as mystery or adventure. (2 marks)

2. Describe how you would use ‘composition' to draw the reader's eye towards the most
important element on your book cover. (2 marks)

3. Compare and contrast a minimalist cover design with a highly detailed, busy illustration.
Which do you think would be more effective for a fast-paced thriller? (3 marks)

4. Justify your decision to include a specific symbol or object on your cover. How does this
object represent the story’s deeper meaning? (3 marks)
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5. What might happen if the typography on your cover was difficult to read? How would this
impact the potential reader's interest? (2 marks)

6. If you were to add 'texture' to your design, what medium (e.g., charcoal, watercolour,
digital layers) would you use to create a tactile feeling and why? (2 marks)

Draw: In the space provided, create a final draft of your book cover. Ensure you include: 1)
A striking central image that uses symbolism. 2) A clear title area using creative
typography. 3) A distinct foreground and background to create depth. Zara suggests you
consider how shadows and highlights can create a dramatic focal point.

Extension challenge: Imagine you are an art critic. Write a short paragraph justifying why your cover design
would make someone pick up the book from a library shelf. Consider the 'shelf appeal'—how does your
use of contrast ensure the cover stands out against others?
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