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Adjective Architects: Building Descriptive Worlds

Transform your writing from plain to picturesque: choose your adjectives with precision and purpose!

■ What is an expanded noun phrase and how does adding a pre-modifier affect the
reader's perception of a character or setting?

■ How can you differentiate between a common adjective, such as 'big', and a more
precise alternative like 'colossal' or 'diminutive'?

■ Why is it important to consider the 'show, don't tell' technique when selecting
adjectives for a dramatic scene?

■ In what ways do cumulative adjectives (two or more adjectives describing the same
noun) build tension or detail in a narrative?

■ How does the placement of an adjective—either before the noun or after a
verb—change the rhythm and flow of a sentence?

Did you know? Did you know? Adjectives are more than just 'colouring' words; they act as the architecture of
a sentence. By carefully selecting adjectives that appeal to the five senses, you can shift the mood of a story
from joyful to suspenseful without changing a single noun. Even our friend Pip the bookworm knows that
one perfectly chosen adjective is worth ten vague ones!

Key vocabulary: Expanded noun phrase · Precise · Vivid · Modifier · Synonym · Nuance ·
Atmospheric · Sensory
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