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Adverbs: The Action Modifiers

Master the Modifiers: Bring Your Writing to Life with Adverbs!

■ Adverbs of Manner describe how an action is performed. For example: 'Max the
monkey calculated the sum quickly.' The adverb 'quickly' modifies the verb
'calculated'.

■ Adverbs of Frequency explain how often something happens. Words like 'always',
'never', 'seldom', and 'occasionally' help us understand the regularity of an event.

■ Adverbs of Place tell us where an action occurs. Phrases like 'nearby', 'everywhere',
or 'underneath the leaves' provide essential context for the reader.

■ Adverbs of Degree indicate the intensity of an adjective or another adverb. Words
such as 'extremely', 'quite', and 'barely' show the strength of the description.

■ Fronted Adverbials are used at the beginning of a sentence to create suspense or
set the scene. They are always followed by a comma, for example: 'Cautiously, Leo
the lion crept through the tall grass.'

Did you know? Did you know? Many adverbs are formed by simply adding '-ly' to an adjective, but the
English language is full of 'irregular' adverbs! Words like 'fast', 'hard', and 'well' do not need an '-ly' suffix to
describe an action perfectly. Even Pip the bookworm caterpillar has to be careful—sometimes adding '-ly' to
a word can change its meaning entirely!

Key vocabulary: Adverb · Modification · Manner · Frequency · Degree · Prepositional Phrase ·
Superlative · Intensifier
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