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Mastering Adverbs with Max the Monkey

Learning objective: To identify and use adverbs to enhance the detail and precision of sentences.

Read the story below about Max the monkey as he explores the jungle. Look for words that describe how,
where, or when actions are performed. Complete the questions to demonstrate your understanding of how
adverbs modify verbs.

Max the monkey swung gracefully through the emerald canopy of the rainforest. He was searching for the
perfect puzzle to solve. He landed swiftly on a sturdy branch and peered cautiously into the shadows. 'l know a
clue is hidden nearby," Max muttered. He waited patiently for the leaves to stop rustling. Suddenly, a bright
parrot flew past. Max had visited this tree frequently during his travels, but today felt different. He scribbled a
note in his journal about the patterns he saw. He knew that by using precise adverbs, he could describe his
jungle adventures much more clearly to his friends.

Word bank: cautiously - swiftly - energetically - patiently - frequently - nearby - yesterday - gracefully

1. Identify three adverbs from the passage that describe how Max performed his actions.
Explain what each adverb tells you about the verb it modifies. (3 marks)

2. Rewrite the following sentence by adding two appropriate adverbs to make the description
more vivid: 'The monkey climbed the tree and looked for his map.' (2 marks)

3. Compare and contrast the function of an adverb compared to an adjective. Justify your
answer with an example of each. (3 marks)

4. Explain why the author chose to use the adverb 'cautiously' when Max was looking into the
shadows. What might happen if the author had used ‘recklessly’ instead? (3 marks)

5. Find the adverb in the passage that indicates time. Can you identify another adverb of time
that is not in the passage and use it in a sentence about a jungle animal? (2 marks)
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Draw: Draw Max the monkey observing a group of colourful butterflies. Label your drawing
with at least four adverbs that describe how the butterflies are moving (e.g., fluttered softly,
danced erratically).

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph (5-8 sentences) about a scientific discovery made by Nova the
owl. You must include at least one adverb of frequency, one adverb of manner, and one adverb of place.
Underline these in your writing.
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