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Bonfire Night: A Historical and Creative Exploration

Learning objective: To develop historical context and descriptive vocabulary related to the Gunpowder Plot and
Bonfire Night.

Read each flashcard carefully. Use the key terms to enhance your creative writing and deepen your understanding
of the historical events of 1605.

What is the historical significance of the 5th of
November?

It is the anniversary of the failed Gunpowder Plot of 1605, a
clandestine attempt by a group of conspirators to blow up

the Houses of Parliament.

Define the term 'treason' in the context of the
Gunpowder Plot.

Treason is the crime of betraying one's country or
sovereign, specifically attempting to overthrow the

government or harm the monarch.

Explain the role of an 'effigy' during traditional Bonfire
Night celebrations.

An effigy, often called a 'Guy', is a model of a person,
traditionally Guy Fawkes, which is placed on top of a

bonfire to be burnt.

What is 'onomatopoeia' and provide three examples
related to fireworks.

Onomatopoeia is a word that phonetically imitates the
sound it describes. Examples: 'whizz', 'bang', 'pop',

'crackle', or 'fizz'.

What is 'sibilance' and why might a writer use it to
describe fireworks?

Sibilance is the repetition of 's' or 'sh' sounds. A writer
might use it to mimic the hissing sound of a firework fuse or

the shushing sound of sparks in the night sky.

Define 'commemoration'. Why do we still observe
Bonfire Night today?

Commemoration is the act of remembering and showing
respect for someone or an event. We observe it to mark

the survival of the King and the preservation of Parliament.

Max the monkey is calculating the cost of a firework
display. If a sparkler pack costs £3.50 and he buys 6

packs, how much does he spend?

£21.00.

Compare and contrast the atmosphere of a quiet,
reflective campfire with a large, loud public firework

display.

A campfire creates a sense of intimacy and stillness,
whereas a firework display is characterised by sensory

overload, excitement, and communal noise.

Justify why Guy Fawkes is the most famous figure
associated with the plot, even though he was not the

ringleader.

He was the individual caught in the cellar guarding the
gunpowder, making him the most visible face of the failed

operation.

What might happen if the Gunpowder Plot had been
successful in 1605?

The government structure would have been destroyed,
likely leading to political chaos, a change in the monarchy,

and a different religious and social path for England.

Explain why descriptive writing about Bonfire Night
often relies heavily on the 'five senses'.

Because Bonfire Night is an intense sensory
experience—the smell of smoke, the heat of the flames,

the colours in the sky, the cold night air, and the booming
sounds of fireworks.

Create a sophisticated sentence using the word
'clandestine' to describe a secret meeting.

Under the cover of the moonless night, the conspirators
held a clandestine meeting in the shadows of the cellar to

discuss their dangerous plan.
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