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The Punctuation Architect’s Workshop with Kit the Fox

Learning objective: To use colons to introduce lists and semicolons to link closely related independent
clauses within sentences.

Kit the Fox is organising his workshop, but his notes are a jumble! Your task is to act as the Punctuation
Architect. For each sentence, decide whether to use a colon (:) or a semicolon (;). Remember: use a colon to
introduce a list of items and a semicolon to join two independent, closely related sentences that could stand
alone. Write your chosen punctuation mark in the gap and explain why you chose it.

Word bank: independent clause · list · punctuation mark · cohesion · related ideas

1. Kit gathered his essential computing equipment ___ a laptop, a spare battery, a
screwdriver, and a universal cable. (2 marks)

2. The computer screen flickered with code ___ the motherboard hummed with a steady,
rhythmic energy. (2 marks)

3. Explain why a semicolon is the most effective choice for joining the two sentences about
the computer and the motherboard. Justify your answer by discussing how it creates a
relationship between the two parts. (3 marks)

4. If you replaced the colon in the first sentence with a full stop, how would the structure of
the sentence change? Compare the two options for the reader. (3 marks)

5. Create your own sentence featuring a list of items needed for a grand adventure in the
wild, using a colon correctly. (2 marks)
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6. What might happen if a writer used a colon instead of a semicolon to join two
independent sentences? Provide an example and explain why this would be grammatically
incorrect. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a blueprint for Kit the Fox’s high-tech workshop. Include labels for his tools,
using a colon to introduce the list of items found in each labelled section of the drawing.

Extension challenge: Compose a short, suspenseful paragraph describing a secret mission. Your
paragraph must include at least one colon to introduce a list of mysterious objects and at least one
semicolon to connect two sentences that show a cause-and-effect relationship.
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