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Mastering Colons and Semicolons with Kit the Fox

Learning objective: To understand and accurately use colons to introduce lists and semicolons to link independent
clauses.

Use these flashcards to test your knowledge of punctuation. Read the front, try to provide the answer, then flip to
check your understanding.

What is the primary function of a colon (:)?

A colon is used to introduce a list of items or to signal that
what follows explains or expands upon the first part of the

sentence.

When using a colon for a list, what must come before
it?

An independent clause (a complete sentence that makes
sense on its own).

Provide an example sentence using a colon to
introduce a list.

Kit the Fox packed his essential tools: a compass, a
notepad, a pencil, and a map.

What is the primary function of a semicolon (;)?

A semicolon is used to join two independent clauses that
are closely related in meaning without using a conjunction

like 'and' or 'but'.

True or False: The words before and after a semicolon
must be complete sentences.

True. Both sides of a semicolon must be able to stand
alone as independent clauses.

Provide an example sentence using a semicolon to link
related ideas.

The sun began to set behind the trees; the forest creatures
prepared for the night.

Explain the difference between a colon and a
semicolon.

A colon introduces something (like a list or explanation),
whereas a semicolon acts as a bridge between two related,

complete sentences.

Can you use a capital letter after a semicolon?

No, you should not use a capital letter after a semicolon
unless the word is a proper noun.

What might happen if you use a semicolon where a
comma should be?

You would likely create a 'comma splice' error if you are
joining two independent clauses incorrectly, or simply

confuse the reader by breaking the flow of a complex list.

How does a colon help a writer organise information?

It creates a clear pause that directs the reader's attention
to the specific information or list that follows.
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