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Max’s Maths and Mystery Diary: Mastering Colons and
Semicolons

Learning objective: To use colons to introduce lists and semicolons to separate independent clauses within a
diary entry context.

Max the monkey is cataloguing the strange items he found in the jungle today. Use this diary template to
help him organise his discoveries. Remember: use a colon to introduce a list of items and a semicolon to join
two complete, related sentences together.

Word bank: independent - clause - list - punctuation - link - clarify - detail - sequence

1. Introduction: Describe where you are exploring today. Use a semicolon to join two related
sentences about your location. (2 marks)

2. The Discovery: List three curious objects you have found. Use a colon to introduce your
list. (2 marks)

3. Explain why: Why is it important to use a semicolon instead of a full stop when
connecting two related sentences? (3 marks)

4. Compare and contrast: How does a colon change the flow of a sentence compared to
using a comma before a list? (3 marks)

5. Justify your answer: Choose one of your sentences containing a semicolon. Explain why
the two clauses are independent and how they relate to each other. (4 marks)
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6. Creative Extension: Imagine you found a magical artefact. Write a short paragraph
describing it, ensuring you include at least one colon and one semicolon accurately. (5
marks)

Extension challenge: What might happen if you replaced every colon and semicolon in your diary entry
with a full stop? Rewrite a section of your work without using colons or semicolons and analyse how the
tone and pace of your writing changes.
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