BookFlik English | Year5

Mastering Punctuation with Max and Kit

Learning objective: To use colons and semicolons correctly to introduce lists and separate independent
clauses.

Max the monkey and Kit the fox are busy organising their library. Help them sort their punctuation by
following these rules: Use a colon to introduce a list or an explanation. Use a semicolon to join two closely
related independent clauses together.

Max and Kit are preparing for their annual book fair. They have gathered a variety of items: books,
bookmarks, posters, and stickers. The event is a grand success; every visitor leaves with a smile and a new
story to explore.

Word bank: independent clause - colon - semicolon - list - punctuation - link

1. Insert the missing colon in this sentence: 'Kit needed three items for his computing
project a laptop, a notebook, and a steady hand.' Explain why you chose this position. (2
marks)

2. Rewrite the following two sentences as one, using a semicolon to link them: '"Max loves
solving maths puzzles. He finds them more exciting than climbing trees.' (2 marks)

3. Look at this sentence: 'The library is quiet; the children are reading.' Justify why a
semicolon is the correct choice of punctuation here rather than a comma. (2 marks)

4. Add a colon to this sentence to introduce an explanation: 'The library rule is simple
respect the books and the readers.’ (1 mark)

5. Compare and contrast the function of a colon and a semicolon. When would you use one
over the other? (2 marks)
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6. What might happen to the meaning of a sentence if you replaced a semicolon with a full
stop? Provide an example. (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene of Max the monkey and Kit the fox sitting in a library. Include a sign on
the wall that uses a colon to list the 'Library Rules' and a speech bubble for Kit that
contains a sentence with a semicolon.

Extension challenge: Write a short, persuasive paragraph about the importance of reading. You must
include at least one colon to introduce a list of reasons and one semicolon to connect two related ideas.
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