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Max’s Magnificent Grammar Garden

Learning objective: To identify, classify, and manipulate abstract and concrete nouns, and select precise,
high-level verbs to enhance descriptive writing.

Max the monkey has been busy planting words in his grammar garden! To help his garden grow, you must
categorise his word collection. Look at the word bank below. First, sort the nouns into 'Concrete' (things you
can touch) and 'Abstract' (things you can feel or think about). Next, pair each noun with a powerful,
descriptive verb that brings the sentence to life. Avoid boring verbs like 'is' or 'has'—choose one from the
bank that adds impact!

Word bank: courage · telescope · whisper · galaxy · determination · soar · compass · shimmer · honesty ·
plummet · fountain · bellow

1. Sort the nouns from the word bank into two groups: Concrete Nouns and Abstract
Nouns. Explain why 'courage' belongs in your chosen category. (2 marks)

2. Choose a concrete noun and an abstract noun from the bank. Write two sentences, each
using one of these nouns and a powerful verb from the list to describe a scene in Max's
garden. (2 marks)

3. Compare and contrast the nouns 'compass' and 'honesty'. How does their function differ
in a piece of creative writing? (2 marks)

4. Justify why replacing the verb 'move' with 'soar' or 'plummet' changes the reader's
perception of an action. (2 marks)
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5. What might happen if a writer only used concrete nouns and ignored all abstract nouns in
their storytelling? Explain the potential impact on the reader's emotional connection. (2
marks)

6. Identify one verb from the list that could function as both a noun and a verb in a different
context. Write an example sentence for both roles. (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a 'Grammar Tree' for Max. On the roots, write your abstract nouns. On the
branches, draw your concrete nouns, and write a powerful verb on each leaf to show how
those objects might interact.

Extension challenge: Imagine you are writing a story about Nova the owl exploring the stars. Write a
paragraph (5-7 sentences) describing her journey. You must include at least three abstract nouns and
three vivid, precise verbs. Underline your nouns in blue and your verbs in red.
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