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Max’s Magnificent Menagerie: A Noun and Verb
Adventure

Learning objective: To identify, categorise, and skilfully manipulate nouns and verbs to enhance descriptive
writing.

Max the monkey has been observing the animals in the forest. Use this template to document your own
observations. Use precise nouns (people, places, things) and dynamic verbs (action or state of being) to
bring your descriptions to life. Challenge yourself to use expanded noun phrases and powerful verbs that
show, rather than tell, the reader what is happening.

Word bank: stroll - scamper - gaze - magnificent - habitat - meander - shimmer - spectacle - vibrant - venture

1. The Subject: Identify a creature you have spotted. Provide a detailed description using at
least two powerful nouns and one adjective to describe its appearance. (2 marks)

2. The Action: What is your creature doing? Write two sentences describing its movement.
Replace 'walk' or 'run’ with more ambitious, specific verbs. (3 marks)

3. Compare and Contrast: If your creature were to switch habitats with a different animal,
how might its behaviour change? Justify your answer using precise vocabulary. (4 marks)

4. Explain Why: Why is it important for a writer to choose a specific verb instead of a
general one? Provide an example of how a verb changes the 'mood' of a sentence. (3
marks)
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5. Creative Synthesis: If you were to add an abstract noun (an idea or feeling) to your
description, what would it be and how does it affect the reader’s perception of the scene? (4
marks)

6. What might happen if you removed all the verbs from your description? Explain the
impact this would have on the clarity of your writing. (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph about an imaginary encounter between two animals. You
must use at least five verbs that indicate speed or stealth, and underline every common and proper noun
you use.
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