BookFlik English | Year 6

Max’s Magnificent Punctuation Adventure

Learning objective: To identify and understand the impact of various punctuation marks, including colons,
semi-colons, and dashes, on the clarity and flow of a text.

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below. Ensure you use full sentences for your answers.

Max the monkey sat under the ancient oak tree, clutching a notepad filled with complex equations. He loved
maths, but he struggled with the rules of writing. 'Punctuation is like a map for the reader,' Pip the caterpillar
chirped, crawling onto a leaf. 'Without it, sentences become a tangled forest." Max blinked, intrigued. He
looked at his draft: 'l need three things for my trip: a compass, a map, and a banana.' He had correctly used
a colon to introduce his list. Next, he tried a semi-colon to connect two related thoughts: "The sun was setting
behind the hills; the stars began to twinkle in the velvet sky.' Suddenly, a dash appeared in his mind, perfect
for adding a dramatic pause—or perhaps an extra detail about his favourite snack. Max realised that
punctuation did not just mark the end of a sentence; it provided rhythm, suspense, and meaning. With a
flourish of his pencil, he rewrote his notes, ensuring every mark was placed with precision. Finally, his writing
was as clear as a sunny morning in the jungle.

Word bank: colon - semi-colon - dash - parenthesis - clarity - punctuation - conjunction

1. According to the text, what three items does Max need for his trip? (2 marks)

2. What punctuation mark does the text suggest is used to create a ‘dramatic pause' or add
an extra detail? (1 mark)

3. Why does Pip compare punctuation to a map? (2 marks)

4. How does Max's attitude toward writing change by the end of the passage? (2 marks)

5. Do you agree that punctuation is the most important part of writing a story? Give a
reason for your answer. (3 marks)

Free resource from BookFlik - bookflik.com/resources



Draw: Draw Max the monkey sitting under an oak tree with his notebook, and include a
small '‘punctuation forest' where the trees are shaped like commas, colons, and question
marks.

Extension challenge: Write a short paragraph about your favourite hobby. Within your writing, you must
include one colon to introduce a list, one semi-colon to join two independent clauses, and one pair of
dashes to include extra information.
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