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Architects of the Nile: Ancient Egypt Discovery Sheet

Learning objective: To understand the structural and geographical significance of Ancient Egyptian
civilisation and identify key features of their landscape.

Use your knowledge of Ancient Egypt to complete the diagram. Follow the drawing prompt below and use
the word bank to label your illustration accurately. Ensure your labels are neatly printed with lines pointing to
the correct features.

Draw: Create an immersive, detailed scene of the Nile Valley. Start with the winding river in
the centre. Use a bird's-eye view or a landscape perspective to show the contrast between
the lush, green 'fertile floodplain' and the dry, golden 'desert plateau'. Include a large,
majestic pyramid in the distance. Sketch a 'shadoof' (a lever mechanism with a bucket) near
the water's edge. Add 'papyrus reeds' growing along the riverbank. Use cross-hatching or
stippling to add texture to the desert sands and smooth lines for the water flow. Keep the
composition balanced to show the harmony between nature and human engineering.

Label words: River Nile · Irrigation canal · Shadoof · Pyramid · Papyrus reeds · Fertile floodplain · Desert
plateau

Steps:

1. Step 1: Draw the River Nile running through your page. Label the 'Fertile floodplain' on either side of the
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water. Why was this area essential for Egyptian farming?

2. Step 2: Add a 'Shadoof' near the riverbank. Explain how this simple machine helped farmers manage their
water supply.

3. Step 3: Draw a pyramid in the distance. Justify why the Egyptians chose to build these structures on the
high 'Desert plateau' rather than the floodplain.

4. Label your drawing with the remaining items from the word bank. Ensure your 'Papyrus reeds' are placed
near the river's edge.

5. Compare and contrast the life of a farmer living on the floodplain with a royal architect living near the
pyramids. How did their daily tasks differ?

6. What might happen if the River Nile failed to flood for three consecutive years? Predict the impact on the
Egyptian population.
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