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Ancient Egypt: Secrets of the Nile

Learning objective: To understand the key features, social structure, and historical significance of Ancient Egyptian
civilisation.

Use these flashcards to test your knowledge of Ancient Egypt. Read the term or question on the front, think of the
answer, and then check the back. Use the extension tasks to deepen your historical enquiry.

Pharaoh

The absolute monarch or ruler of Ancient Egypt, believed
to be the link between the people and the gods.

Hieroglyphics

A formal writing system used by the Ancient Egyptians that
combined logographic and alphabetic elements.

Canopic Jars

Special containers used during the mummification process
to store and preserve the internal organs of the deceased.

Why was the River Nile essential to the survival of the
Ancient Egyptians?

It provided water for drinking, transport, and fertile silt for
farming through annual flooding, which allowed crops to

grow in the desert.

Sarcophagus

A large, stone coffin, often decorated with elaborate
carvings or inscriptions, used to hold the mummy of a

Pharaoh or noble.

Papyrus

A material similar to thick paper, made from the pith of the
papyrus plant, used by Ancient Egyptians for writing and

drawing.

Explain the role of a Scribe in Ancient Egyptian
society.

Scribes were highly valued individuals who were trained to
read and write; they kept official records, calculated taxes,

and wrote important documents.

What was the significance of the Afterlife in Egyptian
culture?

Egyptians believed that life continued after death;
therefore, they prepared meticulously for the afterlife by

burying the deceased with belongings, food, and protective
amulets.

Justify why the discovery of the Rosetta Stone was a
major breakthrough for historians.

It contained the same text in three different scripts, allowing
scholars to finally decipher hieroglyphics and understand

Egyptian history.

Compare the social status of a Pharaoh to that of a
farmer.

The Pharaoh was at the top of the social hierarchy with
absolute power, while farmers were at the base, providing
the labour and food that supported the entire civilisation.

What might happen if the River Nile failed to flood for
several years?

The land would not receive fresh, nutrient-rich silt, leading
to crop failure, famine, and a potential collapse of the

economy and social order.

Identify one way Ancient Egyptians used maths in their
daily lives.

They used geometry and measurements to survey land
after floods and to design the precise proportions of

pyramids and temples.
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