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Celebrating Pioneers: A Journey Through Black History

Honour the Past, Celebrate the Present, Build the Future!

■ Mary Seacole was a pioneering British-Jamaican nurse who set up the 'British
Hotel' behind the lines during the Crimean War to provide food and medical care for
soldiers.

■ Walter Tull was a professional footballer and became one of the first Black officers
to lead white British troops into battle during the First World War, showing immense
courage.

■ Olaudah Equiano, a formerly enslaved man who settled in Britain in the 18th
century, wrote a powerful autobiography that helped shift public opinion against the
slave trade.

■ Phyllis Wheatley was an extraordinary poet whose work challenged contemporary
stereotypes and proved the intellectual capabilities of Black people in the 18th
century.

■ Black History Month serves as a vital reminder that British history is a tapestry
woven from the stories, struggles, and triumphs of people from all backgrounds.

Did you know? Did you know? Black History Month was first celebrated in the UK in 1987. It was organised
by Akyaaba Addai-Sebo, a Ghanaian analyst, to help Black children in Britain understand their roots and to
share the rich, untold stories of Black achievement with the wider community.

Key vocabulary: Pioneer · Contribution · Heritage · Advocacy · Resilience · Legacy · Diversity ·
Inclusion
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