BookFlik History | Year 5

A Giant Leap: The Journey of Neil Armstrong

Learning objective: To understand the historical significance of the 1969 moon landing and the role of Neil
Armstrong.

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions below. For the greater depth challenges, ensure you
justify your reasoning using evidence from the text.

In July 1969, the world watched in awe as the Apollo 11 mission achieved a monumental milestone in human
history. Neil Armstrong, a former naval aviator, served as the mission commander. Alongside Buzz Aldrin
and Michael Collins, Armstrong embarked on a perilous voyage to reach the lunar surface. After travelling
over 230,000 miles, the Lunar Module, nicknamed ‘Eagle’, touched down on the Moon’s dusty, cratered
plains. As he stepped onto the surface, Armstrong uttered his now-famous words, describing the event as a
‘giant leap for mankind’. This was not merely a triumph of engineering; it represented a new era of scientific
exploration. The crew collected rock samples and conducted experiments to better understand the moon’s
composition. While the mission was a success, it required immense bravery and precise calculations.
Armstrong’s calm demeanour under pressure ensured the safety of his crew during the descent, which was
fraught with technical challenges. His legacy remains a beacon for aspiring explorers, reminding us that with
dedication and curiosity, humanity can overcome the most daunting celestial distances to expand our
knowledge of the vast universe.

Word bank: Astronaut - Lunar - Apollo - Gravity - Exploration - Monumental - Trajectory

1. What was the name of the Lunar Module that transported Armstrong and Aldrin to the
Moon's surface? (1 mark)

2. According to the text, what activities did the crew perform once they reached the lunar
surface? (2 marks)

3. Why does the author describe the mission as a 'triumph of engineering' rather than just a
travel achievement? (2 marks)

4. Explain why Armstrong’s calm nature was vital during the final stages of the mission. (2
marks)
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5. Do you believe the moon landing was the most significant event of the 20th century?
Justify your answer with reasons. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a detailed scene of the 'Eagle’ lunar module landing on the moon, including the
lunar surface textures and the Earth visible in the dark, starry sky above.

Extension challenge: Nova the owl is fascinated by the moon. Write a short, poetic journal entry from the
perspective of Neil Armstrong, describing how the Earth looked from the moon’s surface. Then, compare
and contrast the risks of space exploration in 1969 with the risks faced by explorers today. What might
happen if we established a permanent base on the moon in the future?
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