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The Eagle Has Landed: A Biographical Study of Neil
Armstrong

Learning objective: To analyse the significance of the 1969 Moon landing and evaluate the impact of Neil
Armstrong’s achievements on space exploration history.

Use this scaffold to construct a detailed biography. Ensure you use formal tone, historical vocabulary, and
connectives to link your ideas. Focus on providing evidence for your justifications.

On 20th July 1969, the world stood still as the Apollo 11 lunar module touched down on the dusty surface of
the Moon, marking a pinnacle in human history.

Word bank: pioneering · extraterrestrial · formidable · invaluable · consequently · subsequently · nevertheless
· furthermore · a monumental achievement · unprecedented

1. Early Life and Ambition: Describe Armstrong’s early interests in aviation and explain why
his background as a test pilot was essential for his selection by NASA. (3 marks)

2. The Apollo 11 Mission: Detail the complexities of the mission. How did the crew manage
the technical challenges during the descent to the lunar surface? (3 marks)

3. The Significance of the 'Small Step': Justify why Armstrong’s first step on the Moon is
considered a turning point for global science and technology. (4 marks)

4. Comparative Analysis: Compare the risks faced by astronauts in 1969 to the technology
used by modern space agencies. What has changed? (4 marks)
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5. Historical Impact: Explain why the Space Race between the USA and the Soviet Union
influenced the funding and urgency of the Apollo programme. (4 marks)

6. Reflection: What might happen if the Apollo 11 mission had been unsuccessful? Discuss
the potential consequences for future space exploration. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Imagine you are a journalist in 1969. Write an editorial piece (200 words) debating
whether the massive financial cost of the Moon landing (totalling billions of pounds in modern equivalent)
was a justifiable use of resources compared to solving problems on Earth.
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