BookFlik History | Year 5

Remembrance Day: A Time to Reflect

Learning objective: To understand the historical significance of Remembrance Day and why we observe the
two-minute silence.

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions using evidence from the text. Use full sentences and
clear explanations where required.

Each year on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the nation pauses to observe
Remembrance Day. This date marks the end of the First World War in 1918, when an armistice was signed
to cease the fighting. Ellie, who loves history, often reminds her friends that this day is not just about looking
back at the past, but about expressing gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy today. People across the country
wear bright red poppies, a symbol of hope that grew amidst the churned soil of the battlefields. During the
formal ceremonies, a solemn two-minute silence is held. This quiet period allows us to reflect upon the
immense sacrifice made by soldiers who lost their lives in various conflicts. By wearing a poppy and taking
part in this silence, we ensure that the lessons of history are not forgotten. It is a time for quiet
contemplation, honouring those who showed incredible courage during the darkest of times, and committing
ourselves to a future defined by peace and mutual respect.

Word bank: Armistice - remembrance - commemorate - gratitude - poppy - sacrifice - conflict

1. According to the text, what specific event does the date of 11th November
commemorate? (2 marks)

2. What is the symbolic meaning of the red poppy mentioned by Ellie? (2 marks)

3. Explain why the two-minute silence is an essential part of Remembrance Day
ceremonies. (3 marks)

4. What might happen if a nation stopped observing days of remembrance? Justify your
answer. (3 marks)
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5. Do you agree that wearing a poppy is the best way to show respect? Justify your opinion.
(3 marks)

Draw: Draw a peaceful scene that represents the concept of remembrance, incorporating a
field of poppies and a clear blue sky to symbolise hope.

Extension challenge: Compare and contrast the ways different generations might show remembrance.
Create a short, original poem in the style of Leo the Lion that reflects the importance of peace and
kindness in our modern world.
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