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Stone Age Investigator’s Log: Ellie’s Historical Archive

Learning objective: To analyse the lifestyle, technological advancements, and survival strategies of
hunter-gatherers during the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic periods.

Step back in time with Ellie the elephant! Use your historical knowledge to complete this archive entry.
Imagine you are a researcher documenting the transition from nomadic hunter-gatherer life to the settled
farming communities of the Neolithic Revolution. Use precise historical terminology and provide evidence for
your claims.

Word bank: Palaeolithic - Mesolithic - Neolithic - Nomadic - Settlement - Agriculture - Flint - Domestication -
Subsistence - Chronology

1. Chronological Classification: Explain the primary differences in human survival
strategies between the Palaeolithic and Neolithic eras. (3 marks)

2. Technological Innovation: Describe how the development of flint tools (microliths or
polished axes) changed the way humans interacted with their environment. (3 marks)

3. Agricultural Shift: Justify why the move to permanent settlements was a significant
turning point in human history. (4 marks)

4. Source Analysis: If you discovered a pile of animal bones and broken flint tools, what
might this tell you about the people who lived there? Explain your reasoning. (3 marks)
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5. Compare and Contrast: Compare the nomadic lifestyle of the Mesolithic period with the
settled lifestyle of the Neolithic period. What was gained and what might have been lost? (4
marks)

6. Speculative History: What might happen if early humans had never developed the ability
to store grain and domesticate animals? Justify your answer. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Creative Task: Imagine you are living in a Neolithic village. Write a short, persuasive
"Town Crier' announcement to encourage nomadic tribes to join your new farming settlement. Use at least
five words from the word bank and explain the benefits of your community’s lifestyle compared to their
current existence.
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