BookFlik History | Year 5

Victorian Innovations: Ellie’s Historical Timeline

Learning objective: To understand the chronology and impact of significant Victorian inventions and social
changes.

Ellie the elephant has been exploring the archives of the 19th century. Below is a list of events and
inventions from the Victorian era (1837-1901). Sort these items into the correct chronological order (1 being
the earliest) and then classify them as either 'Industrial/Technology' or 'Social Reform'.

Word bank: Penny Black postage stamp (1840) - The Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace (1851) - First
underground railway opens in London (1863) - Forster's Education Act makes school compulsory for ages
5-10 (1870) - Invention of the telephone (1876) - The first electric street lighting in London (1881)

1. Arrange the six events from the word bank in chronological order from 1 to 6. Explain
why the 1870 Education Act was such a significant turning point for children in Victorian
Britain. (4 marks)

2. Compare and contrast the impact of the 'Penny Black' stamp with the invention of the
telephone. Which invention do you think had a greater influence on how people
communicated in the 19th century? Justify your answer. (3 marks)

3. Classify the items in the word bank into two categories: 'Industrial/Technology' and
'Social Reform'. (3 marks)
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4. What might have happened to the daily lives of children if the 1870 Education Act had
never been passed? Consider the effect on their employment and future opportunities. (3
marks)

5. If a Victorian inventor were alive today, which modern piece of technology do you think
would impress them the most and why? (2 marks)

6. Justify why the Great Exhibition of 1851 is often described by historians as a 'showcase
of British power and innovation'. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a sketch of a Victorian street scene showing one example of technology from
the list (such as electric street lighting) and one sign of social change (such as children
carrying school slates).

Extension challenge: Research the cost of a 'Penny Black' stamp compared to the cost of a modern
first-class stamp. If a Victorian worker earned £1 per week, calculate what percentage of their weekly
income the cost of a stamp represented, and compare this to the percentage of a modern minimum wage
salary spent on a stamp today.
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