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Masters of Melody: A Journey Through Composition

Unleash your inner maestro and let the music play!

■ A composer is an artist who uses musical notation to write down their creative
ideas so that musicians can perform them accurately.

■ Dynamics are the variations in volume, such as 'piano' (soft) and 'forte' (loud),
which composers use to express different emotions in a piece.

■ An orchestra is a large group of instrumentalists, typically including strings,
woodwind, brass, and percussion, all playing under the guidance of a conductor.

■ Tempo is the speed of the music, often indicated by Italian terms like 'allegro' for
fast or 'adagio' for slow, which dictates the pulse of the composition.

■ A melody is the sequence of musical notes that the listener perceives as a single
entity, often considered the 'tune' of the composition.

■ Composers often use structures like the 'sonata' or 'rondo' to organise their ideas,
ensuring the music has a clear beginning, middle, and end.

Did you know? Did you know? Before computers existed, composers wrote every single note by hand using
ink and parchment! Some famous composers, like Ludwig van Beethoven, continued to write breathtaking
music even after they lost their hearing, relying entirely on their internal musical imagination.

Key vocabulary: Composer · Orchestra · Notation · Symphony · Tempo · Dynamics · Harmony ·
Melody
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