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Max’s Musical Mystery: Mastering the Elements of
Music

Learning objective: To understand and identify the interrelated dimensions of music: pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, and structure.

Max the monkey is putting together a jungle symphony, but he has mixed up his musical vocabulary! Match
the definition to the correct musical element. Then, use your knowledge to justify why a composer might
choose specific elements for a piece of music.

Word bank: Pitch · Dynamics · Tempo · Timbre · Duration · Texture · Structure

1. Match the term to the definition: 1. The speed of the music (fast or slow). 2. How loud or
quiet the music is. 3. The highness or lowness of a sound. 4. The quality or 'colour' of a
sound that makes instruments sound different from each other. (4 marks)

2. Max wants to write a piece of music that sounds like a thunderstorm approaching.
Explain why he should use a 'crescendo' (getting louder) and a faster tempo to achieve this
effect. (3 marks)

3. Compare and contrast 'Texture' and 'Structure'. How do they work together to shape a
piece of music? (3 marks)

4. If a composer changes the 'Duration' of the notes in a melody but keeps the 'Pitch' the
same, how does the character of the music change? (2 marks)
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5. Justify your answer: Is 'Timbre' more important than 'Dynamics' when trying to create a
spooky atmosphere? Give a reason for your choice. (3 marks)

6. What might happen to the audience's emotional response if a piece of music suddenly
changed from a slow tempo to a very fast tempo without warning? (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a visual representation of a 'crescendo' using shapes and colours. Explain why
you chose these specific patterns to represent increasing volume.

Extension challenge: Compose a four-bar rhythm pattern using your own notation system. Describe the
'Timbre' you would want for each note (e.g., metallic, wooden, vocal) and explain how this adds to the
overall 'Texture' of your composition.
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