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Max’s Musical Map: Mastering Notation

Decode the rhythm, unlock the melody, and compose your own masterpiece!

m The stave consists of five horizontal lines and four spaces; each position
represents a specific pitch in the scale.

m A time signature, such as 4/4, tells the musician how many beats are contained
within each bar.

m The treble clef, often called the G-clef, indicates that the notes written on the stave
are generally higher in pitch.

m Rhythm is determined by note duration: a semibreve lasts for four beats, while a
crotchet represents a single beat.

m Bar lines act as musical dividers, helping the performer keep track of the rhythm
and the pulse of the piece.

Did you know? Did you know? Before modern notation was standardised, monks used symbols called
‘neumes’ written above song lyrics to remind them of the melody. It wasn't until the 11th century that a
musician named Guido d'Arezzo introduced the stave lines we still use today to show exactly how high or
low a note should be!

Key vocabulary: Stave - Treble Clef - Semibreve - Minim - Crotchet - Quaver - Time Signature - Bar
Line
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