BookFlik Music | Year 5

Max’s Musical Notation Challenge

Learning objective: To identify and understand standard musical notation symbols, including time signatures,
note durations, and the stave.

Max the monkey is looking for patterns in music! Use your knowledge of rhythm and pitch to answer these
questions. Choose the best answer for multiple choice, or write your answer clearly for the others.

Answer Key: 1.C, 2.False, 3.Treble, 4.A, 5.C, 6.True, 7.Crotchet, 8.B, 9.Semibreve, 10.False. *Greater Depth
Explanations*: For Q4, justify that a 4/4 signature dictates four beats per bar. For Q8, justify that the stave is
the foundation for pitch placement. For the extension task, pupils should demonstrate understanding of how
note values combine to fill a bar.

Word bank: Stave - Minim - Semibreve - Crotchet - Quaver - Clef - Bar lines - Tempo

1. 1. Which of these symbols represents a note that lasts for one beat? A) Minim B)
Semibreve C) Crotchet* D) Quaver (1 mark)

2. 2. True or False: A Treble Clef is used for notes that have a very low pitch. (1 mark)

3. 3. What is the name of the five horizontal lines on which musical notes are written? (1
mark)

4. 4. In a 4/4 time signature, how many beats are there in each bar? A)4*B)2C)8D) 1 (1
mark)

5. 5. Which note value is exactly half the length of a Minim? A) Semibreve B) Crotchet* C)
Quaver D) Semiquaver (1 mark)

6. 6. True or False: Bar lines are used to divide music into equal sections. (1 mark)

7.7.1f acomposer wants a note to last for exactly one beat, what symbol should they use?
(2 mark)

8. 8. Which symbol indicates the 'speed’ or 'pulse’ of the music? A) Stave B) Tempo* C) Clef
D) Rest (1 mark)

9. 9. Which note value lasts for four beats in a 4/4 time signature? (1 mark)
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10. 10. True or False: A quaver lasts for longer than a crotchet. (1 mark)

Draw: Draw a Treble Clef at the start of a five-line stave and place a sequence of notes that
add up to exactly four beats in a single bar.

Extension challenge: Greater Depth Challenges: 1. Explain why composers use time signatures; what
might happen to a performance if the time signature were missing? 2. Compare and contrast the function
of a 'rest' symbol with a 'note' symbol. 3. Justify why a Semibreve is often called a 'whole note'. 4. If you
had to compose a rhythm using only quavers and crotchets to fill two bars of 4/4 time, how many of each
would you need? Provide three different combinations. 5. Why is the stave essential for musicians to read
music globally? 6. Design your own musical symbol to represent a 'silence of two beats'. Explain its shape
and why you chose it.
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