BookFlik Music | Year 5

Max’s Musical Notation Masterclass

Learning objective: To identify, draw, and explain the function of standard musical notation symbols including
staves, clefs, notes, and rests.

Help Max the monkey decode the language of music! Use this template to create your own musical 'map'. Fill
in the sections below to demonstrate your understanding of how composers write down their melodies. Refer
to your music lessons to ensure your terminology is accurate.

Word bank: Treble clef - Stave - Minim - Crotchet - Quaver - Semibreve - Bar line - Time signature - Pitch -
Duration

1. The Stave and Clef: Describe the purpose of the five-line stave and explain why a
musician would choose to place atreble clef at the beginning of the music. (3 marks)

2. Note Values: Compare and contrast a crotchet and a minim. Justify how their duration
affects the rhythm of a piece of music. (4 marks)

3. Time Signatures: If a piece of music has a 4/4 time signature, explain what this tells the
performer about how to count the beats in each bar. (3 marks)

4. The Role of Rests: Explain why silent symbols (rests) are just as important as the notes
themselves when writing a musical composition. (2 marks)

5. Pitch Identification: Explain why a note placed on the bottom line of the treble clef stave
sounds different to a note placed on the top line. (2 marks)
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6. Creative Synthesis: If you were to add a quaver rest to a bar of 4/4 time already
containing two crotchets, what might happen to the remaining space in that bar? Justify
your answer using mathematical fraction logic. (4 marks)

Extension challenge: Compose a short rhythmic sequence of four bars using a 4/4 time signature. Use a
variety of notes and rests, and explain why you chose this specific pattern to create an interesting sound.

Free resource from BookFlik - bookflik.com/resources Page 2



