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Year 5 Assessment: The Rhythms of the Forest

Learning objective: To demonstrate understanding of rhythm, time signatures, and the structural composition
of musical patterns.

Read each question carefully. Use musical terminology where appropriate. Max the monkey needs your help
to solve these rhythmic puzzles!

Max the monkey is organising a jungle concert. He needs to arrange his percussion section to keep the
forest animals dancing in time. He has a 4/4 time signature to fill, and he wants to ensure every bar adds up
correctly using a variety of note lengths.

Word bank: crotchet - minim - semibreve - quaver - time signature - tempo - beat - bar line - syncopation

1. Identify the value of a crotchet and a minim in a 4/4 time signature. How many crotchets
make up one full bar? (2 marks)

2. If Max has a bar with one minim and two quavers, how many beats are left to fill the bar?
Justify your calculation. (3 marks)

3. Define the term 'tempo’. Explain why a change in tempo might alter the mood of a musical
piece, even if the rhythm remains the same. (4 marks)

4. Compare and contrast 'syncopation’ with a standard 'on-the-beat' rhythm. Provide an
example of how you might feel the difference when clapping. (4 marks)

5. Max wants to buy new rhythm sticks for the concert. They cost £3.50 each. If he buys 6
pairs, what is the total cost? If he uses a £25.00 voucher, how much change should he
receive? (3 marks)
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6. Explain why it is essential for musicians to follow a consistent time signature when
playing in an ensemble. What might happen if a drummer suddenly ignores the beat? (4
marks)

7. Compose a 4-bar rhythm in 4/4 time. You must use at least one minim, four crotchets, and
four quavers in your sequence. Label your bars clearly. (56 marks)

Draw: Draw a visual representation of a ‘rhythmic pattern' as if you were mapping out the
sounds Max the monkey hears in the jungle. Use symbols or shapes to represent different
note lengths (e.g., long lines for minims, short dots for quavers).

Extension challenge: Imagine you are a conductor. Write a short paragraph justifying how you would use
dynamics (loud and soft) alongside your rhythm to tell a story about a storm approaching the jungle. Total:
125
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