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Max’s Musical Rhythm Investigation

Learning objective: To identify, compose, and perform complex rhythmic patterns using different time
signatures and note values.

Max the monkey has been listening to the jungle beats! Your task is to use this investigation sheet to plan
and record your own rhythmic compositions. Use the word bank to help you describe your musical choices
and follow the prompts to structure your beat. Remember to consider how tempo and dynamic contrast can
change the feel of your rhythm.

Word bank: syncopation · polyrhythm · tempo · crescendo · minim · crotchet · quaver · time signature ·
ostinato · percussion

1. The Pulse and Pattern: Describe the time signature you have chosen for your rhythm and
explain why you selected this specific beat structure. (2 marks)

2. Note Value Selection: List the sequence of note values you have used in your
composition. How do these notes create an interesting rhythmic flow? (3 marks)

3. Dynamic Decisions: Explain how you would incorporate a crescendo or sudden change
in volume to make your rhythm more engaging for the listener. (2 marks)

4. Compare and Contrast: If you were to perform your rhythm twice, once at a slow tempo
and once at a fast tempo, how would the mood of the piece change? Justify your answer. (4
marks)
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5. The 'What If' Scenario: What might happen to the audience's ability to keep the beat if you
introduced a syncopated rhythm in the middle of your composition? Explain your
reasoning. (3 marks)

6. Justification: Why is an ostinato effective in musical composition? Explain its role in
creating a recognisable musical theme. (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Extension Task: Imagine you are collaborating with Zara the zebra to create an
'Art-Beat' performance. Design a visual map using shapes and colours to represent your rhythmic pattern.
Write a short explanation of how your visual choices correspond to the sounds in your composition.

Free resource from BookFlik · bookflik.com/resources Page 2


