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Global Rhythms: An Exploration of World Music

Join Zara the Zebra on a rhythmic journey across the continents—let the music of the world move
you!

■ How do traditional instruments, such as the Japanese Koto or the Indian Sitar,
reflect the unique environment and history of their origin countries?

■ In what ways does the use of different musical scales, such as the pentatonic scale
found in many Asian musical traditions, change the 'mood' or 'colour' of a piece of
music compared to Western scales?

■ Why is oral tradition, where music is passed down through generations by listening
and repeating rather than written notation, vital for preserving cultural identity?

■ What is the role of syncopation and complex percussion patterns in Latin American
music, and how do these elements encourage listeners to participate?

■ How can we identify the 'timbre' or unique quality of sound produced by traditional
folk instruments from different global regions?

Did you know? Did you know? The Djembe drum, originating from West Africa, is carved from a single piece
of hardwood and topped with animal skin. Its name comes from the Bambara phrase 'Anke djé, anke bé,'
which translates to 'everyone gather together in peace,' perfectly capturing the communal spirit of world
music!

Key vocabulary: Polyphony · Syncopation · Pentatonic scale · Instrumentation · Tempo · Cultural
heritage · Timbre · Improvisation
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