BookFlik Re | Year5

Bonfire Night: History and Community Significance

Learning objective: To understand the origins of Bonfire Night and evaluate its importance as a cultural and
historical tradition in the UK.

Read each question carefully. Use your knowledge of the Gunpowder Plot and the tradition of Bonfire Night
to provide detailed, thoughtful answers. Ensure your spelling and grammar are accurate.

Bonfire Night, observed on the 5th of November, is a long-standing tradition in the United Kingdom. It marks
the failure of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, an attempt by a group of conspirators to blow up the Houses of
Parliament. In the aftermath, the public was encouraged to light bonfires to celebrate the King's safety.
Today, the occasion is celebrated with fireworks, sparklers, and community gatherings, though the reasons
for the celebration have evolved over the centuries.

Word bank: Guy Fawkes - Parliament - Treason - Catholic - Protestant - King James | - Commemoration -
Tradition

1. Identify the primary historical event that Bonfire Night commemorates. (1 mark) (1 mark)

2. Explain why the conspirators chose the Houses of Parliament as their target. (2 marks) (2
marks)

3. Max the monkey is calculating the cost of a community fireworks display. If a box of
sparklers costs £4.50 and the village committee buys 12 boxes, how much do they spend in
total? (2 marks) (2 marks)

4. Compare and contrast how Bonfire Night was celebrated in the 17th century versus how
it is celebrated in modern times. (4 marks) (4 marks)

5. Justify why some people might argue that Bonfire Night is a celebration of national
security rather than just a historical event. (4 marks) (4 marks)
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6. Nova the owl is curious about the ethics of historical celebrations. Explain why it is
important to remember the context of 1605 rather than just focusing on the fireworks. (3
marks) (3 marks)

7. Extended Writing Task: Imagine you are living in London in November 1605. Write a diary
entry describing the atmosphere in the city following the discovery of the plot. Use at least
150 words. (5 marks) (5 marks)

8. What might happen if the Gunpowder Plot had actually succeeded? Speculate on the
impact this would have had on the British monarchy and religious relations at the time. (4
marks) (4 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene depicting a safe, modern-day community Bonfire Night celebration,
including details such as safety barriers, a designated bonfire area, and a star-filled sky for
Nova the owl to observe.
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Extension challenge: Total: /25. Research task: Investigate how other countries celebrate historical turning
points with light or fire. Create a comparison table identifying one similarity and one difference between
those traditions and the British Bonfire Night.
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