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A Festive Reflection: The Meaning of Celebration

Learning objective: To articulate the significance of Christmas within a religious and communal context,
considering personal and shared values.

Use this writing scaffold to structure your reflection on Christmas. Focus on how religious traditions connect
with the spirit of generosity, kindness, and community. Use the word bank to help you build complex
sentences.

As the winter nights lengthen, many people around the world prepare for Christmas, a time that transcends
simple festivities to become a profound period of reflection and unity.

Word bank: Furthermore - In contrast - Significantly - Symbolises - Compassion - Community spirit -
Reflection - Tradition - Benevolence - Perspective - Consequently - Meaningful

1. Introduction: What is the primary purpose of the Christmas season for those who
celebrate it? Start by stating... (2 marks)

2. Religious Context: Explain why the narrative of the Nativity is central to this celebration.
Consider why... (3 marks)

3. Acts of Kindness: Justify why giving gifts or helping others is considered a vital part of
the Christmas spirit. How does this link to the idea of benevolence? (3 marks)

4. Comparison: Compare and contrast how Christmas is celebrated within a religious
setting versus how it is celebrated as a cultural holiday. What are the key similarities? (4
marks)
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5. Personal Reflection: Explain why it is important to think about those who may find the
festive season difficult or lonely. What might happen if we made a greater effort to include
everyone in our community? (3 marks)

6. Conclusion: Summarise the core values of Christmas and how they could be applied
throughout the rest of the year. (2 marks)

Extension challenge: Imagine you are Ellie the elephant, who loves history and stories. Write a short diary
entry from her perspective exploring how the traditions of Christmas have evolved over the last hundred
years. Use your best vocabulary to describe the shift from material gifts to the 'gifts’ of time and memory.
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