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Remembrance Day: A Reflective Assessment

Learning objective: To evaluate understanding of the significance of Remembrance Day, the symbolism of
the poppy, and the importance of collective reflection in British society.

Read each question carefully. Use your historical knowledge and your ability to empathise to provide
thoughtful, well-reasoned responses. Ensure your answers are written in clear, formal English.

Remembrance Day, observed on 11th November, marks the anniversary of the Armistice that ended the
fighting in the First World War in 1918. At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, many
people across the United Kingdom observe a two-minute silence. This period of quiet reflection is dedicated
to remembering those who served and sacrificed their lives in conflicts throughout history. The red poppy has
become the enduring symbol of this day, inspired by the wildflowers that grew in the churned-up earth of the
battlefields in Flanders.

Word bank: Armistice · Sacrifice · Symbolism · Commemoration · Conflict · Reflection · Gratitude · Legacy

1. Identify the specific date and time that Remembrance Day commemorates. Why is this
specific moment significant in history? (2 marks)

2. Explain the symbolism of the red poppy. Why did this flower become the chosen emblem
for Remembrance? (2 marks)

3. Max the monkey is curious about why we hold a two-minute silence. Explain the purpose
of this silence and why it is considered a respectful way to observe the day. (3 marks)

4. Compare and contrast how individuals might mark Remembrance Day in a public setting
versus a private setting. Why might both be equally important? (4 marks)
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5. Nova the owl asks: 'Why do we continue to remember conflicts from over a century ago?'
Justify why maintaining the tradition of Remembrance remains relevant for your generation.
(4 marks)

6. Extended Writing Task: Write a reflective piece (approx. 100-150 words) exploring the
concept of 'peace'. How can small acts of kindness in your school community contribute to
the legacy of those remembered on this day? (5 marks)

7. If the government announced that schools would no longer participate in Remembrance
ceremonies, what might happen to our collective understanding of history? Discuss the
potential impact on society. (5 marks)

Draw: Draw a commemorative scene featuring a poppy field. Incorporate a symbol of peace
and a symbol of history, as Ellie the elephant would, to show how the past connects to the
present.
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Extension challenge: Total: /25. Extension: Research the role of different nations within the Commonwealth
during the World Wars. Create a fact file explaining how the concept of 'remembrance' is a global act of
solidarity rather than just a national one.
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