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Zara’s Gallery: The Art of the Portrait

Grab your pencils and look closer—every face tells a unique story!

■ A portrait is a piece of art that shows a person or a group of people, focusing on
their face and expression.

■ Proportion is the secret to a great portrait; artists look at the size of the eyes, nose,
and mouth in relation to the rest of the head.

■ Artists use different lines and colours to show how a person is feeling, such as
using curved lines for a smile or shadows to show a serious mood.

■ A profile portrait shows the side of someone's face, while a frontal portrait shows
the person looking directly at you.

■ When an artist creates a portrait of themselves, it is called a self-portrait.

Did you know? Did you know that before cameras were invented, portraits were the only way to record what
a person looked like? Famous artists would spend weeks painting a single portrait to make sure they
captured not just the person's face, but their character too!

Key vocabulary: Portrait · Proportion · Expression · Feature · Profile · Self-portrait
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