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Zara’s Guide to Perfect Portraits

Look, Listen, and Create: Capture the Soul in Your Sketch!

■ A portrait is a drawing, painting, or photograph of a person, focusing on their face
and expression.

■ To get the proportions right, remember that eyes are usually placed halfway down
the head.

■ You can show how a person is feeling by changing the shape of their mouth and
eyebrows.

■ Using light and dark shading helps to make your drawing look round and real
instead of flat.

■ Adding details like accessories or special hobbies in the background tells us more
about the person.

Did you know? Did you know? Before cameras were invented, artists were the only people who could
capture exactly what a person looked like. Some artists would even hide secret symbols in the background
of their paintings to tell a story about the person they were drawing!

Key vocabulary: Portrait · Feature · Expression · Proportion · Sketch · Shading
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