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The Spark of History: A Bonfire Night Inquiry

Learning objective: To analyse historical perspectives and utilise emotive language to craft a persuasive
argument regarding the significance of Bonfire Night traditions.

Read the historical account below, then answer the questions. Focus on using sophisticated vocabulary and
justifying your opinions with evidence from the text.

As the crisp November air settles over the landscape, the sky erupts in a kaleidoscope of colour. While many
enjoy the crackle of the bonfire and the whistling of rockets, the roots of this tradition lie in the seventeenth
century. In 1605, a group of conspirators sought to undermine the stability of the state by targeting the Houses
of Parliament. Their failure led to a nationwide celebration of the monarch’s survival, a tradition that has
evolved over four hundred years. Today, Ellie the elephant reflects on this history, noting that while the
spectacle remains a source of communal joy, it is essential to consider the shift from a political warning to a
modern celebration of community and light in the darkening autumn months.

Word bank: treason · commemoration · parliamentary · perspective · spectacle · sovereignty · tradition ·
atmosphere

1. Explain why the events of 1605 were considered a threat to national sovereignty. Refer to
the text in your answer. (2 marks)

2. Compare and contrast the original purpose of the 5th of November with how it is celebrated
in modern times. (3 marks)

3. Justify your answer: Does the continuation of this tradition help us learn from history, or is
it merely a festive display? Use evidence to support your reasoning. (3 marks)

4. Identify two examples of emotive language used in the passage and explain the effect these
words have on the reader. (2 marks)
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5. What might happen if we stopped observing historical anniversaries like this one? Predict
the long-term impact on cultural identity. (3 marks)

Draw: Illustrate a scene that represents the contrast between the historical 1605 atmosphere
and a modern-day community bonfire gathering. Focus on light and shadow.

Extension challenge: Write a formal letter to the local council from the perspective of a historian. Argue
whether the focus of the 5th of November should remain on the historical narrative or transition entirely to a
celebration of seasonal community spirit. Use at least five words from the word bank.

Free resource from BookFlik · bookflik.com/resources Page 2


