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A Night of Radiance: Descriptive Writing on Bonfire
Night

Learning objective: To write a vivid, atmospheric description using figurative language and sophisticated
vocabulary to capture the essence of Bonfire Night.

Use the prompts below to structure your descriptive piece. Aim to use sensory imagery—think about what
you can see, hear, smell, and feel. Use the word bank to enhance your sentences and ensure you are using
a range of clause structures.

As the November chill tightened its grip on the landscape, the night sky was suddenly punctured by a
brilliant, golden bloom of light.

Word bank: Cacophony · Incandescent · Ethereal · Resonated · Sizzling · Glistening · Amber embers ·
Notwithstanding · Furthermore · In the distance

1. Setting the Scene: Describe the atmosphere of the evening before the fireworks begin.
Consider using a 'Since...' or 'Although...' opener to establish the mood. (3 marks)

2. The Bonfire: Focus on the sensory details of the fire. How does it look, smell, and sound?
Use personification to describe the dancing flames. (3 marks)

3. The Fireworks Display: Describe the visual spectacle. Compare the colours and shapes in
the sky to natural or man-made objects using metaphors or similes. (3 marks)

4. The Crowd's Reaction: How do the people around you react to the display? Justify why
the atmosphere feels collective and exciting. (3 marks)
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5. The Grand Finale: Describe the climax of the show. Explain why the intensity of the
sound and light creates a sense of awe. (3 marks)

6. Reflection: Conclude your piece by considering the contrast between the warmth of the
fire and the biting cold of the autumn air. (3 marks)

Extension challenge: Compare and contrast the experience of watching fireworks from a distance versus
being right next to the bonfire. Justify which perspective offers a more poignant description and explain
what might happen if you were to describe the night through the eyes of Nova the owl, who sees the world
from above.
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