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Pioneers of Change: Stories from the Past

Learning objective: To understand the contributions of significant Black historical figures within the context of
British and global history.

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below. Use full sentences and ensure you refer back to the
text to support your points.

Social Studies / History is a vast library, and Ellie the elephant knows that some of the most important stories
are those of Black pioneers who fought for equality. One such figure was Mary Seacole, a Jamaican-born
nurse who travelled to the Crimean War. Despite being initially rejected by official organisations, she used
her own savings—sometimes spending over £100 on medical supplies—to open the 'British Hotel'. There,
she cared for wounded soldiers with kindness and skill. Another powerful story is that of Olaudah Equiano,
an author who campaigned tirelessly against the slave trade. By writing his autobiography, he helped people
in Britain understand the horrors of enslavement, eventually leading to the Slavery Abolition Act. These
figures did not just live through history; they actively shaped it through their bravery and determination. Their
legacies remind us that one person’s voice, when raised against injustice, can spark a movement that
changes the world forever. Today, we remember these individuals not only for what they endured, but for the
paths they carved for future generations to walk with pride.

Word bank: pioneer · legacy · activism · determination · contribution · injustice

1. What specific item did Mary Seacole purchase using her own money to help soldiers, and
how much did she sometimes spend? (2 marks)

2. According to the passage, how did Olaudah Equiano help to change the views of people
in Britain regarding the slave trade? (2 marks)

3. Why do you think the author describes history as a 'vast library' in the opening
sentence? (2 marks)

4. Based on the text, what does the word 'pioneer' suggest about the lives of Mary Seacole
and Olaudah Equiano? (2 marks)
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5. Ellie says that 'one person’s voice can change the world.' Do you agree with this
statement? Explain your reasoning using examples from the text. (3 marks)

Draw: Draw a portrait of a 'Social Studies / History Hero' who has made a positive change in
the world, surrounded by symbols that represent their achievements.

Extension challenge: Research another historical figure who fought for equality. Write a short diary entry
from their perspective describing one major challenge they faced and how they overcame it.
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