BookFlik Re | Year 6

Bonfire Night: History, Safety, and Reflection

Learning objective: To analyse the historical significance of the Gunpowder Plot (1605) and evaluate the
importance of community safety and shared traditions in modern British society.

Read each question carefully. Use your historical knowledge and reasoning skills to provide detailed,
thoughtful answers.

Bonfire Night, or Guy Fawkes Night, is a British tradition observed annually on the 5th of November. It
commemorates the failure of the 1605 Gunpowder Plot, a conspiracy by a group of provincial English
Catholics to blow up the House of Lords and assassinate King James | during the State Opening of
Parliament. Following the discovery of the plot, public bonfires were lit to celebrate the safety of the monarch.
Today, the occasion serves as a moment to discuss historical tensions, constitutional history, and the
modern importance of firework safety.

Word bank: Gunpowder Plot - Guy Fawkes - Parliament - Treason - Tradition - Safety - Commemoration -
Catholics - Protestants - Monarch

1. Explain why the conspirators of the Gunpowder Plot targeted the State Opening of
Parliament. What does this suggest about the power of the monarchy and the government
at the time? (3 marks)

2. Compare and contrast the historical reasons for lighting bonfires in 1605 with the way
communities celebrate the event today. How has the purpose of the tradition shifted? (3
marks)

3. Max the monkey is calculating the cost of a local firework display. A box of 20 sparklers
costs £4.50. If the display team needs 150 sparklers, how much will they spend, and why is
it vital they follow the Firework Code? (3 marks)

4. Justify your answer: Is it more appropriate to view November 5th as a historical lesson
about political conflict or as a celebration of community spirit? Explain your reasoning. (4
marks)
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5. What might happen if the Gunpowder Plot had been successful in 1605? Speculate on the
potential impact on the British political system. (3 marks)

6. Nova the owl is studying the science of combustion. Explain the 'Fire Triangle' (fuel, heat,
and oxygen) and how it relates to keeping a safe bonfire. (2 marks)

Draw: Draw a scene featuring Nova the owl and Kit the fox standing a safe distance from a
bonfire. Include at least three specific safety measures visible in your drawing, such as a
water bucket or a safety perimeter.

Extension challenge: Write a short poem from the perspective of a person living in London in 1605,
reflecting on the mood in the city the day after the plot was discovered. Use complex vocabulary and
ensure your poem captures the tension of the era.
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