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Black History Month: Pioneers and Perspectives

Learning objective: To explore the significant contributions of Black historical figures and understand the
importance of Black History Month in the UK.

Read each card carefully. These flashcards help you reflect on the diverse voices that have shaped history. Use
these to test your knowledge or to spark deeper discussions about legacy and progress.

What is the primary purpose of Black History Month in
the UK?

It is an annual event dedicated to celebrating the
achievements, history, and ongoing contributions of Black

people in Britain and across the world.

Who was Mary Seacole and why is she remembered?

A Jamaican-born nurse who set up the 'British Hotel'
behind the lines during the Crimean War to provide food,

shelter, and medical care to wounded soldiers.

What is meant by the term 'Legacy'?

Something handed down from the past, such as an idea,
an invention, or a societal change that continues to impact

the present day.

Explain why it is important to study 'untold' stories in
history.

To ensure a comprehensive and accurate understanding of
the past, acknowledging that history is often formed by
many different perspectives, not just those traditionally

written down.

Who was Olaudah Equiano?

An influential writer and abolitionist who was enslaved as a
child but eventually bought his freedom and wrote an
autobiography that helped turn British public opinion

against the slave trade.

Define 'Advocacy'.

The act of publicly supporting a particular cause or policy,
often to bring about positive change or justice for others.

Why might a historian examine primary sources when
researching Black history?

To gain first-hand accounts and authentic evidence of lived
experiences, which helps to avoid bias and ensures

historical accuracy.

What was the significance of the Windrush
generation?

People who arrived in the UK from Caribbean countries
between 1948 and 1971, helping to rebuild British society

and the economy after the Second World War.

Compare the impact of a pioneer to that of an
observer.

A pioneer actively initiates change or enters new territory,
whereas an observer watches events unfold. Pioneers

often face greater challenges because they are the first to
attempt a task.

What does 'Representation' mean in the context of
literature and history?

Seeing diverse groups of people accurately and fairly
portrayed in stories, textbooks, and media, ensuring

everyone can see their own heritage reflected in society.
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