BookFlik English | Year 6

Bonfire Night: Historical Context and Descriptive Language

Learning objective: To analyse the historical significance of the Gunpowder Plot and develop sophisticated
descriptive vocabulary for narrative writing.

Use these flashcards to revise key historical facts and explore sensory language. Challenge yourself to use the
'‘Greater Depth' vocabulary in your own creative writing pieces.

Define the term 'Treason' in the context of the 17th
century.

What was the primary motive behind the Gunpowder

Plot of 1605?
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replace him with a Catholic monarch to change the sovereign, historically punishable by death during the
religious landscape of England. Stuart period.

Who was the most famous conspirator discovered What is the historical significance of the 'Gunpowder

beneath the House of Lords?

Treason Clause'?
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evolved into the modern tradition of Bonfire Night on the
5th of November.

Guy Fawkes, who was found guarding thirty-six barrels of
gunpowder.

Explain the adjective '‘Cacophony' and how it relates to What does the word 'Ethereal' suggest when
fireworks. describing the smoke from a bonfire?

A cacophony is a harsh, discordant mixture of sounds; it It suggests the smoke is delicate, light, and almost
describes the loud bangs and whistles of a firework display. heavenly or ghost-like as it drifts into the night sky.

Compare and contrast the atmosphere of a Justify why the government might have felt it
17th-century public execution with a modern-day necessary to maintain the celebration of Bonfire Night
community firework display. for centuries.

event focused on community cohesion and light. national disaster.

Use the word 'Incendiary' in a sentence related to the
events of 1605.

What might happen if the conspirators had
successfully ignited the gunpowder?

destroyed, resulting in the potential death of the monarch The conspirators hid incendiary materials beneath the
and the collapse of the existing government, leading to floorboards, intending to ignite a catastrophic explosion.
political instability.
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