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Reporting the Scoop: Mastering Newspaper Style

Stop the Presses! Write Like a Reporter and Capture the Story!

■ The Headline must be punchy and informative to grab the reader's attention
immediately.

■ The Lead Paragraph answers the 5 Ws: Who, What, Where, When, and Why.

■ Newspapers use the third person to maintain an objective and professional tone
throughout the report.

■ Direct quotations from witnesses provide evidence and add a sense of realism to
the story.

■ Formal language is essential; avoid slang, contractions, and emotive bias.

Did you know? Did you know? The very first newspaper, the 'Relation aller Fürnemmen und
gedenckwürdigen Historien', was published in Germany in 1605. Before printing presses, news was often
hand-written by town criers or scribes!

Key vocabulary: Headline · Byline · Lead paragraph · Column · Orientation · Objective tone · Direct
quotation · Captions
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