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Mastering Prefixes and Suffixes with Pip the Bookworm

Unlock the Secret Code of Words: Add a Little, Change a Lot!

■ A prefix is a group of letters added to the start of a root word to change its meaning,
such as 'dis-' in 'disappear'.

■ A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a root word, such as '-ing' in
'jumping' or '-ed' in 'walked'.

■ When you add '-less' to a word, it often means 'without', like a 'thoughtless' action
or a 'fearless' lion.

■ Adding '-ful' often means 'full of', like being 'careful' or 'helpful'.

■ Prefixes like 'un-' often mean 'not', showing the opposite of the root word, such as
'untidy' or 'unfold'.

Did you know? Did you know? Even the smallest letters can change the whole story! If you add 'un-' to
'happy', you get 'unhappy'. If you add '-ful' to 'help', you get 'helpful'. It is like a superpower for your
vocabulary!

Key vocabulary: Root word · Prefix · Suffix · Un- · Dis- · -ed · -ing · -ful · -less
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