BookFlik Re | Year 6

The History and Significance of Bonfire Night: A
Historical Inquiry

Learning objective: To investigate the historical context of the 5th of November and reflect on the social and
religious tensions of 17th-century Britain.

Use this fact-file to organise your research on the Gunpowder Plot. Ellie the elephant reminds us that history
is about understanding different perspectives, so ensure your answers are balanced and evidence-based.
Use the word bank to help enrich your explanations.

Word bank: parliament - monarch - treason - protestant - catholic - conspiracy - persecution - allegiance -
legislation

1. The Historical Context: Explain why the religious landscape of 17th-century England led
to the formation of the Gunpowder Plot. Consider the relationship between the Crown and
religious groups. (3 marks)

2. The Conspiracy: Identify the primary objective of the conspirators and justify why they
chose the House of Lords as their target. (3 marks)

3. The Discovery: Compare and contrast the methods used by the authorities to uncover the
plot with modern-day security measures. How might the outcome have differed if the plot
had succeeded? (4 marks)
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4. Legacy and Tradition: Explain why Bonfire Night is still commemorated in the UK today.
Is it primarily a celebration of safety or a historical remembrance? Provide evidence for
your view. (4 marks)

5. Critical Reflection: If you were a member of the public living in 1605, how might your
reaction to the failed plot have been influenced by your own beliefs? Justify your answer. (3
marks)

6. Creative Extension: Imagine you are a journalist living in 1605. Write a headline and a
brief opening paragraph for a local broadsheet reporting on the events at Westminster. (3
marks)

Extension challenge: Research the 'Recusancy Laws' of the early 1600s. Create a persuasive argument
explaining why these laws were either a necessary measure for national security or an unfair infringement
on personal freedom.
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